THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
Monarchy (without the Hapsburgs), will not last longer
than eighteen months." Yet it was only three and half
years before that Dr. Benes, speaking of this same
country, exclaimed that its ' frontiers were fixed for
ever.'
It was, however, by such prophetic glimpses into the
future that Colonel Beck showed that he had now
obtained a firm grasp of the policy of bilateral agree-
ments. He travelled, on its behalf, all over Europe.
From Paris to Moscow, in the Scandinavian and Baltic
countries, in Roumania and Hungary, Rome and Bel-
grade, Great Britain and Germany, he wended his way;
and the result, always, was some statement of common
end and aims which was evidence that his mission had
not been undertaken in vain. The visit to London in
1936 was especially noteworthy. He came to a country
where opinion previously had been of a somewhat mixed
character, and he left it after signing a statement, jointly
with Mr. Eden, to the effect that they were glad to find
a conformity of views and deskes on the part of the two
governments. Nor did this tremendous activity of his
awaken, at that time, any suspicion or animosity on the
part of Germany. The policy was too well conceived
and too adequately supported for that. Indeed, all
throughout those numerous pilgrimages Germany was
uncommonly friendly. Marshal Goering hunted in the
forest of Biafowieza, and Colonel Beck visited Berlin.
For these bilateral agreements interfered with no pre-
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